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PLANNING AND INFRASTRUCTURE — ENVIRONMENT — TRAVEL INITIATIVES 

6229. Hon Giz Watson to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for Planning and 
Infrastructure 

I refer to the Department for Planning and Infrastructure's internationally respected Cycling, Walking and 
TravelSmart initiatives that encourage people to use travel options that have a minimal impact on the 
environment, and I ask —  

(1) Are there any restrictions placed on pedal-powered bicycles travelling on the main road, footpaths and 
cycleways? 

(2) In respect of (1), what are the licensing requirements for the bicycle and the rider? 

(3) Are there any restrictions placed on hybrid electric and pedal-powered bicycles travelling on the main 
road, footpaths and cycleways? 

(4) In respect of (3), what are the licensing requirements for hybrid electric and pedal-powered bicycles and 
the rider? 

(5) Are there any restrictions placed on electric scooters travelling on the main road, footpaths and 
cycleways? 

(6) In respect of (5), what are the licensing requirements for electric scooters and the rider? 

(7) Are there any restrictions placed on petrol-driven scooters above and below a certain capacity or speed 
travelling on the main road, footpaths and cycleways? 

(8) In respect of (3), what are the licensing requirements for the various petrol-driven scooters and the 
rider? 

(9) Is there any difference in licensing or regulatory requirements between an electric scooter and a bicycle, 
whether they have either pedals or not? 

Hon ADELE FARINA replied: 

(1) Yes. Riders aged 12 years and older can not ride on a footpath. All riders must wear protective helmets. 

(2) Nil. 

(3) Yes.  

(4) A power assisted pedal cycle includes a hybrid electric bicycle. The Road Traffic Code 2000 restricts a 
power assisted pedal cycle from being ridden on a footpath or cycleway where the motor is 
operating. Riders must also wear protective helmets and must be aged 16 years or older to have the 
power engaged.  

(5) Yes. An electric scooter that meets the definition of a 'motorised scooter' prescribed in the Road Traffic 
Code 2000 cannot be driven on a footpath or carriageway: 

• with a dividing line or median strip; 

• that is one-way with more than one marked lane; 

• with a speed limit exceeding 50 km/h;  

• during the hours of darkness. 

Riders of motorised scooters must wear protective helmets and give way to cyclists on a bicycle path or 
shared path. 

(6) Electric Motorised scooters less than 200 watts are not required to be licensed.  

(7) Petrol driven scooters with a power output of less than 200 watts are not permitted to travel on main 
roads, footpaths and cycleways.  

(8) Petrol driven scooters with a power output greater than 200 watts and a maximum speed capability in 
excess of 50km/hour require to be licensed. The rider needs to have a motor cycle licence to drive. 

(9) Yes — see (1), (2), (3), (4), (5) and (6) above. A bicycle must also meet the safety requirements of the 
Road Traffic (Bicycle) Regulations 2002 such as being fitted with brakes, bells and reflectors. 

 


